
Cub Scout 
Update 2024

Information and images in this presentation were gathered from Scouting Magazine’s Cub 
Chat Live program and organized by Pam Nelson – Pack 86 – Western Gateway.



Based on feedback from parents and leaders, these are the areas that BSA has updated and improved the 
Cub Scout Program.  Changes will be implemented June 1, 2024.



The Summertime Pack Award, as well as other awards, did not have the completion percentage that BSA wanted to see, they 
believe because they weren’t in the direct line of sight of leaders.  They have converted them to electives, beltloops rather 
than patches, to put them in the line of sight of leaders in the Den Meeting Resources.  



Summertime 
Pack Award is 
now an elective 
called 
Summertime 
Fun.  It will earn 
Scouts an 
elective for their 
next rank.  For 
example: 1st 
graders that just 
completed their 
Tiger Rank will 
earn the  
Summertime Fun 
beltloop as an 
elective toward 
their Wolf Rank.



All ranks now 
have 6 required 
adventures and 
2 elective 
adventures.  
Note: Bobcat is 
no longer the 
first Rank 
achieved and is 
now a required 
adventure at 
each Rank.  This 
should be the 
first required 
adventure 
completed, if 
possible.

As of August 2024 Lion/Tiger/Wolf/Bear Beltloops cost $1.99 As of August 2024 Webelo/AOL Pins cost $2.49



Bobcat requirements are age appropriate and build on each other.  Bobcat is now a required adventure 
and will be completed each year. 



Several required adventures have common activities so they can be completed as a Pack and all ranks 
will receive credit toward an adventure. (Pack Hike)



Top Electives (lightly shaded): remain the same, Middle Electives (slightly darker shaded): new additions, 
Bottom Electives (darker shaded): can only be completed at District or Council run facilities.



Several Elective Adventures are available at each rank, with age-appropriate requirements. 



This is the suggested wearing of earned ranks, without Bobcat Rank Badge.  Scouts who have already 
earned the Bobcat Rank Badge can continue to wear it.



Changes to Webelo and AOL Uniforms:  Webelo (4th Grade) will remain in blue shirts and wear their recently earned Bear 
rank.  AOL (5th Grade) will transition to Scouts BSA Tan shirts and wear their Webelo Rank on their left shirt pocket.  AOL 
Dens may choose to do what Troops in Scouts BSA do and choose a color and make their own Neckerchief.





The goal of the Arrow of Light Program is to prepare the Scouts for the transition to Scouts BSA.  They will 
operate in a way that is similar to the way a Patrol operates at the Troop level. 



After June 1, 2024, the Webelo and AOL Programs will be separate with separate Handbooks.  The AOL Handbook 
will have content on Scout Rank for Scouts BSA, however they are not able to complete any requirements until they 
have Bridged to a Scouts BSA Unit.



All ranks will have new Youth Handbooks with grade, rank, and a spot for their name on the cover. Leader resources will 
all be digital and available to all – not just the registered leader. This will allow other adults in the den to access 
materials and help with meetings and requirements that may align with a certain skill or interest they may have.

As of August 2024 Lion/Tiger Handbooks cost $12.99

As of August 2024 Wolf/Bear/Webelo/AOL Handbooks cost $23.99



Lion and Tiger Handbooks will come packaged with and Adult Partner Book to give them the 
resources to lead and help at home.



Lion and Tiger Trail – Characters from Scout Life Magazine are used in the trails.  It shows the 
path to earning their rank and suggested progression of requirements.  Bobcat should be 

the first required advancement earned, and the others can be earned in any order.

Lion Trail Tiger Trail



The Wolf Handbook 
has more age-
appropriate images 
with real people 
rather than 
characters.  All 
Handbooks are 
more clear, concise, 
and inclusive.  All 
requirements, even 
the ones that have 
not changed 
names, have been 
updated. Each 
Adventure has a QR 
Code that will take 
you to the free 
online Den Meeting 
Resources.







Den Meeting Online Resources – These resources are free to 
everybody.  They can be found at:
https://www.scouting.org/programs/cub-scouts/adventures/

Click on the Rank of your Den.  The Den page shows the 
required and elective adventures for the rank.  Click an 
adventure to explore resources.

https://www.scouting.org/programs/cub-scouts/adventures/


Once you have clicked on an adventure, 
you will see the snapshot of the adventure 
and the list of requirements.  Click on a 
requirement to see the Activity Card.

Each Activity Card will give several ideas 
as options to complete the requirement.  
Each symbol below the suggested 
activity gives information about 
supplies, location, prep time, etc.  (See 
next slide)





Leaders trained before the program update will not lose their Trained status.  It is recommended that trained leaders revisit 
position specific training and watch the highlighted components that have been updated for the new program.



Getting Started Video: https://help.scoutbook.scouting.org/knowledge-base/introduction-to-scoutbook-plus-for-
cub-scout-packs/

Introduction to ScoutBook Plus with helpful links at the bottom: https://help.scoutbook.scouting.org/knowledge-
base/internetadvancement/

ScoutBook has migrated to ScoutBook Plus Internet Advancement

my.scouting

https://help.scoutbook.scouting.org/knowledge-base/introduction-to-scoutbook-plus-for-cub-scout-packs/
https://help.scoutbook.scouting.org/knowledge-base/introduction-to-scoutbook-plus-for-cub-scout-packs/
https://help.scoutbook.scouting.org/knowledge-base/internetadvancement/
https://help.scoutbook.scouting.org/knowledge-base/internetadvancement/
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